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T
he Group of Twenty (G20), representing 85% 

of the world’s economy, 75% of the world’s 

trade and 65% of the world’s population, 

is an important platform for collaboration 

at the global level. The measures taken by the G20 at 

the leaders’ level since 2008 have been instrumental 

in countering the effects of the global financial crisis 

and especially in enhancing the resilience of the global 

financial system.

On the occasion of the G20 Turkish Presidency, I 

am delighted to host the 10th G20 Leaders’ Summit in 

Antalya on 15-16 November 2015. 

The primary objective of the G20 is enabling 

strong, sustainable and balanced growth. During the 

G20 Turkish Presidency, we have incorporated inclusive 

growth into these main goals. This was mainly because 

of our belief that the G20 should contribute to efforts 

to address rising inequalities, as well as injustices in 

various areas.  

Upon taking over the G20 Presidency on 1 December 

2014, in line with our motto of ‘collective action for 

inclusive and robust growth’, we announced our 

priorities as ‘Inclusiveness’, ‘Implementation’, and 

‘Investment’, namely the three ‘I’s. At approximately 

60 meetings we have hosted during this period, special 

emphasis was placed on inclusiveness.

During our G20 Presidency, we organised outreach 

activities for non-G20 countries, especially for the Low 

Income Developing Countries (LIDCs), and have taken 

steps towards strengthening the interaction between 

them and the G20.

 Having held a meeting of energy ministers for the 

first time in G20 history, we have raised awareness of 

the situation facing 620 million people in sub-Saharan 

Africa who do not have access to electricity. On the 

margins of this historical meeting held in Istanbul, we 

also organised the High-Level Conference on Energy 

Access in Sub-Saharan Africa, which brought together 

the G20 energy ministers and the African energy 

ministers, along with private sector representatives. 

The G20 Energy Action Plan: Voluntary Collaboration 

on Energy Access, with a special focus on the sub-

Saharan region, was adopted during the G20 Energy 

Ministers’ Meeting. In doing so, we also contributed 

to the formulation of a collective policy for the region 

and facilitated collaboration between the sub-Saharan 

African countries and the G20.  

By putting food loss and waste on the G20 agenda, 

we spearheaded efforts in building a platform for these 

issues. Taking into consideration that food loss and 

food waste amount to $1 trillion annually, we focused 

on issues such as food security, as well as on developing 

economically, socially and environmentally sustainable 

food systems. We hosted the G20 Agriculture Ministers’ 

Meeting for the second time in G20 history and hence 

have ensured the adoption of the G20 Action Plan on 

Food Security and Sustainable Food Systems. 

In line with our priority of addressing rising 

inequalities, as well as ensuring that disadvantaged 

groups such as women and youth receive a greater 

share from the increasing economic wealth, we have 

established ‘Women 20’ (W20) as an official G20 

engagement group. W20 aims to contribute to achieving 

the target adopted in Brisbane last year to reduce the gap 

between males and females in labour force participation 

rates by 25% by 2025. In doing so, we have taken an 

important step towards achieving the target of adding 

100 million extra women into the labour force by 2025 

and removing the existing barriers confronting them.

Youth integration   
Furthermore, we have worked hard this year to ensure 

a more efficient integration of youth, which make up 

the most dynamic yet the most unemployed section of 

our societies, into the labour market. Thanks to these 

efforts, we were able to reach consensus among G20 

members to reduce the share of young people who are at 

most risk of being permanently left behind in the labour 

market by 15% by 2025.

We also led efforts to establish the World 

SME Forum in Istanbul in collaboration with the 

International Chamber of Commerce in order to ensure 

the integration of SMEs into the global economy and 

to provide them with a stronger means to express their 

views globally. 

We have placed our ‘Inclusiveness’ priority at the 

centre of all these activities in order to steer the power 

of the G20 platform towards addressing global and 

national inequalities, as well as improving the lives  

of people across the world.

During the G20 Turkish Presidency, we have 

also carried out efforts to implement progress on the 

growth target that was adopted during the Australian 

Presidency. Achieving an additional 2.1% growth 

by 2018, which will mean an additional $2 trillion 

for the global economy, is a highly valuable concrete 

target in terms of both global economic stability and 

development. By presenting a report for the leaders at 

the Antalya Summit that will set a concrete timetable 

of how these growth strategies will be implemented, we 

will be able to demonstrate that we are committed to 

following up on our targets.

An agenda of  
inclusiveness

 Turkey has placed inclusiveness at the centre of its G20 
presidency, maintaining a focus on the issue throughout 2015 
and reaching out to Low Income Developing Countries, writes  
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Another issue that has emerged as a matter 

of urgency in this period is the growing need for 

infrastructure investment. The global infrastructure 

investment requirements until 2030 are estimated to be  

$70 trillion to $90 trillion. Developing countries need 

infrastructure investment of up to $1.5 trillion annually 

in order to achieve their sustainable development goals. 

In order to meet these needs, a novel platform for action 

and collaboration needs to be established.  

It is vital for private and public sectors to 

collaborate in order to meet the financing needs of 

global infrastructure investments. Our experience 

in Turkey over the past 12 years has shown that an 

extremely productive collaboration between public 

and private sectors is possible. Taking this experience 

into consideration, we believe that setting up a similar 

system on a global scale may be beneficial. 

In this regard, during the G20 Turkish Presidency, 

we have asked the G20 members to develop concrete and 

comprehensive investment strategies. These strategies 

aim at improving the investment environment as well as 

increasing the efficiency of public-private partnerships 

and expanding the financing opportunities.

Despite the progress we have made so far, we 

currently face a considerable challenge that threatens 

the steps we take as the Group of Twenty, as well as our 

efforts to enhance global economic stability. Today, 

the humanitarian plight unfolding in Syria before the 

eyes of the global political and economic community is 

affecting global stability and security. This war, which 

needs to end immediately, has caused more than  

12 million people to be internally displaced and forced 

almost five million people – 2.5 million of whom are 

in Turkey – to seek refuge in neighbouring countries. 

Turkey, having opened its borders to Syrian refugees 

from the onset of the crisis, has spent $8.2 billion taking 

care of them, thus demonstrating a humanitarian and 

moral stance. Unfortunately, the innocent Syrian people 

who are being targeted by the barrel bombs and chemical 

weapons of the regime, as well as by the ruthless terror 

organisations, are the ones who are having to pay the 

price for the gridlock in the international system. In  

this context, at the Antalya Summit we will address 

both the refugee crisis and the issue of terrorism, which 

threatens global peace and stability. 

At the end of the year, we will hand over the G20 

Presidency, which we took over from Australia, to China. 

I would like to extend my best wishes to China for the 

success of its G20 Presidency and express that, during 

Turkey’s G20 Troika membership, we will maintain close 

cooperation with China throughout 2016.

I would also like to take this opportunity to extend  

my appreciation to the G20 Research Group for preparing 

this special edition on Turkey’s G20 Presidency. 

President Recep 
Tayyip Erdo an  
says the war in  
Syria needs to  
end immediately










